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SAFER SOUTH AFRICA

FOUNDATION

The Safer South Africa Foundation exists to mobilise under-resourced communities to build awareness and ability
to work together in the ‘fight against crime’. The Foundation fosters a better understanding of community safety
issues and improve relationships between the community and the law enforcement agencies. In addition to
its work with communities, the Foundation seeks to actively contribute to the national discourse on crime and
community safety matters by undertaking research, advocacy and campaigns.

Vision
South Africa — a safer place to work, rest and play’

Mission

‘To help build safe, confident and empowered communities’

Values Strategic Aims of Safer South Africa

+ We acknowledge and honour the Foundation:

fundamental value and dignity of all - To mobilize and empower local communities

individuals.

We act with honesty and integrity, not
compromising the truth.

We are committed to creating and
maintaining an environment that
respects diverse traditions, heritages and
experiences.

We will not accept funding from or work
with any organisation that demands we
compromise our values in any way.

We are committed to effective
partnerships and we seek opportunities
to form alliances with local community
and voluntary organisations.

to join hands in the fight against crime in order
to contribute to the improvement of their
community.

To promote an enhanced level of security in South
Africa’s communities by providing an independent
perspective on community policing, road safety
and successful reintegration of offenders to curb
reoffending.

« To work in partnership with all community based

formations and others to help improve safety in
communities.

+ To educate the public about the criminal justice

system, encourage and support research to inform
community based crime prevention strategies.
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“ W oin hands in the fight against crime,” this is the call
that many communities, institutions and individuals
heeded following a roundtable discu-ssion in 2011;

that later informed the formation of the Safer South

Africa Foundation.

Today, Safer South Africa Foundation: Communities and
Justice Programme through partnerships, has become a
vehicle to mobilise and empower local communities on
community-based crime prevention initiatives.

Gratitude goes to the Foundation’s shareholders: Police
and Prisons Civil Rights Union (POPCRU) and PGC Group
for their unwavering support and for the material and
financial backing.

The Foundation’s board members, well-versed in local
communities’ dynamics, particularly in rural areas,
continue to play an important role in paving the way
for entry and implementation of the Communities
and Justice programme in other provinces, such as
Limpopo. Their consistent support and guidance in the
implementation of the flagship programme is highly
valued.

Appreciation is extended to Provincial Departments of
Education and the school principals and their teams in
Gauteng (Ruabohlale, Soshanguve South, George Khosa,

Ikusasalethu, Umghele Secondary Schools) and Limpopo
(Maswie and Tshiemuemu Secondary Schools) for their
contribution in the success of the implementation of the
programme.

We doff our hat to all the role players in the Criminal
Justice System in both provinces: The South African
Police Service, Makhado Traffic, Johannesburg and
Tshwane Metropolitan Police, and the Department of
Justice and Correctional Services (National Prosecuting
Authority and Department of Correctional Services) for
embracing the programme; their steadfast support and
for opening their facilities to expose learners to internal
Criminal Justice processes for experiential learning.

The seconded lecturers from the various law-
enforcement agencies are commended for their
dedication and zeal with which they approached their
call to empower learners and engage them on crime
prevention strategies.

The Foundation applauds the parents who believed
in the programme and granted permission for their
children to participate, supporting them for the duration
of the programme and coming out in numbers during
the certificate ceremonies in both provinces.

The learners, the stars of the show, are congratulated.
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We are indebted to the learners who showed faith in the
programme and dedicated time after school hours to
participate.

They actively engaged in lively debates during sessions
and demonstrated unreserved excitement during the
Certificate Award Ceremony.

The Foundation is grateful for the indefatigable support
from the Provincial Legislature; Local Government
authorities; Traditional and Community leaders, Non-
Government Organizations; and Community and Faith-
based Organizations. They continue to play an important
role in advancing the objectives of the Communities and
Justice Programme.

Appreciation is extended to the Foundation’s former CEO,
Advocate Tseliso Thipanyane, for steering the ship in the
right direction from 2015 until his departure in May 2017;
and to the former board member Prof Bongani Majola for
his unwavering support.

The Foundation wishes them both prosperity in their new
positions at the South African Human Rights Commission.




FOREWORD

afer South Africa Foundation is all about creating
better tomorrows, safer neighbourhoods and has
always paved a way for increased participation; and
strengthening of partnerships within local communities
in the fight against crime.

Today, South Africa is grappling with the fast-growing
criminal scourge of human trafficking; local communities
need to stand together to fight this injustice. Everyone
has a role to play and community awareness plays a vital
role in preventing crimes like human trafficking.

As crime changes its face, collectively, we need to find
new crime fighting strategies and solutions to empower
and mobilise communities.

Safer South Africa Foundation (SSAF), through its flagship
Communities and Justice Programme, has been able to
initiate dialogue and create an interactive “getting-to-
know-each-other” platform for communities and the
law enforcement practitioners, thus ensuring that local
communities are empowered with pertinent information



Safer South Africa Foundation

Communities and Justice Programme Report
An Incredible Journey: 2012-2016

that enables them to participate in the fight against crime.

Safer South Africa Foundation, born out of the December
2011, roundtable deliberations in Midrand, themed “Local
Communities Taking The Centre Stage In The Fight Against
Crime,” and subsequent wide consultation, is a registered
Non-Profit Company that seeks to improve knowledge and
enhance a better understanding of the Criminal Justice
System by communities.

Guided by a clear mission to help build safe, confident
and empowered communities, the SSAF's Communities
and Justice Programme, seeks to improve the service
relationship of the practitioners within the South African
Criminal Justice System and communities.

Promoting access to justice and improving engagements
between communities and law enforcement practitioners
is a challenging, yet esteemed task.

The programme reached another milestone in 2017 when
it was introduced to schools in the Limpopo province.

This report outlines the SSAF’s quest in implementing the
Communities and Justice Programme in 2016 and 2017.

All that remains for me is to extend my gratitude to the
SSAF staff and management; our shareholders, Police and
Prisons Civil Rights Union (POPCRU) and PGC Group; local
communities and authorities; and our many partners; for
their commitment and drive to ensure that the Foundation
delivers on its mandate and vision to make South Africa “a
safer place to work, rest and play.”

Dr Tshenuwani Farisani
Chairperson: Safer South Africa Foundation
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MESSAGE OF SUPPORT

initiatives and we have made a significant contribution

in 2016-17 through the Safer South Africa Foundation:
Communities and Justice Programme which remains a major
driver of our CSI activities.

PGC Group has a proud history of supporting community

The Safer South Africa Foundation’s immeasurable commitment
in making our country “a safer place to work, rest and play” is
aligned to our resolve to give our people the means to improve
their lives through our offerings in the financial services space as
PGC Group.

Our core businesses are concentrated in the Financial Services
Industry. Our work, including our CSI activities, in the financial
space is mainly channelled through Workerslife, a member and
flagship brand of the PGC Group.

Workerslife (Life Licence FSP 392), a company wholly owned by
the PGC Group, is rooted in the values of labour and owned by
workers.

Being a responsive and caring company has positioned us as one
of the leading brands in South Africa. Our driving principle as PGC
Group is that we put our members first, including communities
where they live.
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As a Group that was founded by the labour movement,
crime reduction and community safety are close to our
hearts.

Members in the South African Police Service, Correctional
Services and Traffic Departments, are the linchpin of our
Group and important contributors in the implementation
of the Communities and Justice Programme, which seeks
to ensure South Africa’s ongoing stability and prosperity.

PGC Group through the august work done by the Safer
South Africa Foundation is taking social responsibility to
another level.

Looking at the past six years (our relationship with the
Safer South Africa Foundation began in December 2011)
and the impact the Communities and Justice Programme
has had on communities, PGC Group will continue to be
responsive to the needs of its members and their respective
communities.

Supporting the Communities and Justice Programme, is an
important opportunity to the PGC Group to play a role in
empowering communities in the fight against crime.

PGC Group supports the Safer South African Foundation
their mission to build a safe, confident and empowered
nation.

In line with our performance culture and focus on
innovation, we will continue to work with the Safer South
African Foundation to contribute in making South Africa a
greater nation.

Mr Zwi Mdletshe
Group CEO: PGC Group




MESSAGE OF SUPPORT

nvesting in the future by empowering the communities where
we live and work in the fight against crime is a core value at the
Police and Prisons Civil Rights Union, POPCRU.

POPCRU occupies a structural, critical position of privilege in the
fight against crime, and we are proud of the Safer South Africa
Foundation, which was established in 2011 through a generous
sponsorship by POPCRU of a round-table gathering of academics,
union officials, NGOs, business people, public servants and other
senior government representatives.

Today, the Safer South Africa Foundation through our members’
contribution in the implementation of the Communities and
Justice Programme, is reaching new heights.

Our members, on a daily basis, have a colossal responsibility
to protect communities from crime; in particular breaking
the domestic cycle of crime, promoting road safety; ridding
communities of drug peddlers and working with other partners
to get youth out of harmful drugs and crime-related activities.

It is thus important to build a transformed Criminal Justice space
which will reflect co-operation between communities and our
members in an effort to serve and protect all members of society.
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POPCRU is pleased to work towards a safer South Africa,
using the Safer South Africa Foundation as its vehicle to
to build, strengthen and participate in organs of people’s
power, such as street committees and community policing
forums, so that our communities can have a say on matters
of the rule of law.

The Safer South Africa Foundation remains true to our
professional commitment to fight crime within a human
rights framework in our country and passion to empower
communities in crime prevention.

Looking at what is happening in our country, there is an
urgent need for a national campaign to address police
killings. Police, are members of the community too. We,
labour, government, civil-based organisations and other
partners, will need to work with communities to fight the
killings and consequently any form of crime.

Through initiatives, such as the Communities and Justice
Programme, our members are able to engage communities
and are beginning to be seen as role models by the
communities they serve, not as enemies.

Community Policing Project, which the Safer South Africa

Foundation embarked on in 2016, in Protea Glen, Soweto,
Gauteng Province is ongoing and continues to be a source
of pride for our members.

POPCRU believes that we can only build a safer and better
South Africa by taking positive actions today.

POPCRU is proud to have the Safer South Africa Foundation
for its continued work as it attempts to make communities
feel safer, helping them combat crime and understand
issues related to Criminal Justice.

Thank you, Safer South Africa Foundation, for keeping the
POCRU fire burning in engaging local communities and
encouraging crime-prevention, you are aprreciated!

Mr Nkosinathi Theledi
General Secretary: POPCRU




WORDS OF GRATITUDE

he Safer South Africa Foundation: Communities and Justice
Programme is growing from strength to strength, thanks to
our approach aimed at creating safety with communities
instead of creating safety for communities.

Our 2016-17 report on the Communities and Justice Programme,
is a clear indication that the Foundation continues to work
collaboratively with others in formal partnerships, to create safer
environments and communities.

Itis meaningful partnerships that make our neighbourhoods safer
communities; weaving a social fabric which cannot be destroyed
by any negative criminal behaviour.

In 2017, the Communities and Justice Programme was introduced
to Limpopo Province for the first time. The result was, seeing
the power of local communities at work when all stakeholders
are involved, that is; traditional and community leaders, local
municipal authorities, school governing bodies and others.

The commitment and participation of communities is vital to the
success of the Communities and Justice Programme.

The word communities, for the Safer South Africa Foundation,
features prominently in our programme and is used purposeful.
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Focusing ontheimplementation ofthe programmein seven
schools in Tshwane West, Johannesburg West and East, in
Gauteng, and Tshakhuma village in Limpopo, this report
cannot begin to express the gratitude that the Foundation
owes to the commitment of learners, educators, parents,
law enforcement practitioners, local government officials,
traditional chiefs, business leaders, community and civil-
based organisations, and others.

The Programme continues to grow and evolve, and
those that we engage find its activities to be delivered
in a meaningful, fun and effective way by experienced
facilitators.

As part of our meaningful engagement with communities,
follow-up sessions were introduced in July 2017 in Limpopo
and in October 2017 in Ivory Park, Gauteng. These sessions
attracted other learners and presenters who were initially
not part of the implementation of the programme.

As a Foundation, it gives us joy to see young people
committing to become positive change agents in the fight
against crime and ambassadors for the Programme in their
communities.

| thank those who partner with the Safer South Africa
Foundation in whichever way, to help create safer areas
where we all work, live and move about.

All great programmes and ideals are nothing without a
great teams. Working with all the role players, the Safer
South Africa Foundation team, POPCRU and the PGC
Group leadership; members of the steering committee; and
board members; has been a gratifying and empowering
experience.

We aim to continue to achieving positive community safety
results for the people of South Africa.

Thank you.

Jabulile Sishuba
Programme Manager: Safer South Africa Foundation




SUMMARY

ncouraged by the resounding positive feedback

from various stakeholders; that were exposed to

the Safer South Africa Foundation: Communities
and Justice Programme in North West, Gauteng, and
KwaZulu-Natal provinces, the Foundation ventured
into another province, Limpopo for implementation.

The reception was warm and the programme was
received with enthusiasm with all school principals
committing to partnership and co-operation.

A new leg, a follow-up session, was introduced to
the programme in July 2017; to acquaint the wider
community with this crime prevention initiative.

This was warmly welcomed, particularly by learners
who did not have the opportunity to participate; the
follow-up session exposure intensified their need to be
involved in the Communities and Justice Programme.

The Safer South Africa Foundation is a registered Non-
Profit Company (NPC) and a Public Benefit Organization
(PBO) that aims to mobilise and empower local
communities to join hands in the fight against crime in
order to contribute to the improvement of safety and
protection of their communities.

The Communities and Justice Programme is a flag-
ship programme initiated by the Foundation in 2012,
aimed at empowering communities and promoting
better relationships between the practitioners within
the Criminal Justice System and the communities they
serve. The programme was successfully piloted in the
North West province in 2013.

The positive impact resulted in the programme rollout
in Gauteng (District Areas: Sedibeng, Ekurhuleni North,
Johannesburg Central, East and West, Tshwane South
and West); KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo.

The readiness to collaborate and support from various
communities and law enforcement agencies in the
Criminal Justice System is humbling.

The Certificate Award Ceremony of the Communities
and Justice Programme in all provinces, remains a
pinnacle of the implementation, a jovial occasion and
a source of pride for schools, parents, lecturers, the
community, invited speakers and dignitaries.

To date the Programme has been implemented in four
provinces, 21 schools and has reached 970 learners.
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KEY MILESTONES

SSAF signs MOU with Gauteng Programme is implemented in
Department of Education and Esikhawini and Eshowe, Kwa-Zulu
identifies 8 schools to participate in Natal and later in Tshwane South
the programme. and West.

2014 2016

2012

. Safer South Africa
Foundation (SSAF) is
formally registered.

SSAF initiates its
flagship programme,
the Communities and
Justice Programme.

Programme introduced

20 1 3 20 1 5 in Tshakhuma, Limpopo
Province.

The Communities and Justice Programme Programme implemented in )
is successfully piloted in Khuma Township, Ekurhuleni North, Benoni and . Follow-up Sessions
North West Province, and later rolled out in later implemented in Soweto, introduced to the Programme

Eldorado Park, Gauteng Province. Central Johannesburg. Schedule.
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S /1 2030, people living in South Africa
> feel safe at home, at school and at
il ok, and they enjoy a community
VISION 2030 !ife free of fear. Women walk freely
inthe streets and children play safely
outside.

The Communities and
Justice Programme
is in line with Vision

2030 as set out in the

National Development
Plan (NDP) to build

safer communities and

a just society.

«  The Communities and Justice Programme, to date, has

LEARNERS HAVE been implemented in four provinces and has reached 21
schools.
+ PARTICIPATED IN «  More than 60% of the participating learners in the
Programme are females.
THE PRDGBAMME +  Learners participating in the Programme are

encouraged to become ambassadors in the fight
against crime in their local communities.




INTRODUCTION

his 2016-17 report is intended to examine the
gains made and lessons learnt in the four years
of the implementation of the Safer South Africa

Foundation’s Communities and Justice Programme.

In doing so, it will provide feedback to all the stakeholders
and role-players; various departments who seconded
lecturers for the implementation of the Programme,
policymakers, practitioners in the crime prevention field,
schools, parents and community based formations
engaged in crime prevention initiatives.

The report, which outlines progress made, the process
and unique experience in the implementation of the
Communities and Justice Programme in each school, has
become a powerful marketing tool and key to opening new
avenues for the Foundation’s work within South African
communities and the expansion of its strategic goals.

The unique lessons learned, particularly in the rural areas,
the achievements and challenges in the implementation
of the programme in the seven schools in Tshwane West
Johannesburg West and East in Gauteng and Tshakhuma
village in Limpopo, will be outlined in this report.
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BACKGROUND

ince inception in 2012, the Communities and
Justice Programme, continues to leave its
footprint in local communities.

Congratulating the learners in Soshanguve, a member
of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature, Chairperson of
the Community Safety Portfolio Committee, said: “The
Programme is doing an excellent job in empowering
learners on matters of the law, it is equally important
that they be exposed to structures that would help them
understand how the law is formulated.”

The co-operation and commitment from all involved,
is credited to the Foundation’s consistent approach,
which includes wide consultation through written
communication, in-depth discussions and involving
relevant role players in the planning phase.

The engagements started with the heads of the various
institutions to ensure informed consent and buy-in at
the highest office.

It was heartening to note that in both Gauteng and
Limpopo provinces senior managers attended the
briefing meetings. It is this transparency and open
communication that has given credibility to the
Programme.

It was during these meetings that the decision was
taken to proceed with the implementation of the
programme in the identified schools in both provinces.

In Gauteng, the task was aided by the fact that rapport
had already been built with law enforcement agencies
in the implementation of the programme previously.

It should be noted that right of entry into Limpopo
province was made easier by the Chairperson of the
Safer South Africa Foundation (SSAF) board, a well-
known and revered community leader in the province.
Mentioning his name guaranteed the SSAF team access
and warm reception.

Not many outreach programmes are introduced in rural
areas, thus it was no surprise that the programme was
well received and many expressed a wish for all schools
to be exposed to the programme.

It was heart-warming to note the enthusiasm and co-
operation from all stakeholders.

An interesting dimension that steered the Foundation
in the right direction was raised by one board members.

He highlighted the importance of involving the local
traditional leaders and ward councillors right at the
beginning of the process to ensure an inclusive process
and buy-in. Evidently, that is paying dividends.
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“BUILDING SAFER, SHARED AND
CONFIDENT COMMUNITIES




COMMUNITIES & JUSTICE PROGRAMME

he Communities and Justice Programme is a flagship of the Safer South
Africa Foundation (SSAF), initiated in 2012. It is a community based

programme aimed at strengthening partnerships in crime prevention.

In a quest to fulfil its goal to empower and mobilise communities in the ‘fight
against crime; the Safer South Africa Foundation engages schools; civil-based
organisations; government; and members of society to foster a safe and
confident nation that is aware of its civil rights and responsibilities.

This engagement has directed the Foundation into developing the
Communities and Justice Programme, which at its heart seeks to improve
the service relationship of the South African Criminal Justice System and the
community.

The programme initiates dialogue and creates an interactive “getting-to-
know-each other” platform for communities and the law enforcement
practitioners.
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OBJECTIVES & SCOPE
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OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMME

To empower learners by exposing them to the roles of the
various law enforcement agents (police, traffic, correctional
and court officials).

To create a platform for learners to interact face to face
with the law enforcement agents to enhance trust and
confidence in the criminal justice system.

To empower the learners with regard to their individual
rights and responsibilities in their interaction with the law
enforcement agents.

To encourage participation in community based crime
prevention initiatives.

SCOPE

The programme is envisaged to assist the participants to:

« Acquire knowledge on basic information on the
functioning of the South African criminal justice
system;

« Understand the policies that regulate the various law
enforcement agents in the execution of their duties;

«  Know the rights and responsibilities of individuals in
their interaction with the law enforcement agents and

« Acquire skills that enable them to engage
meaningfully; hold the service providers accountable;
and to participate optimally in community based
crime prevention initiatives.

The Communities and Justice Programme seeks to dispel
myths communities may hold about the Criminal Justice
System by exposing participants to facilities such as
the police stations, courts and correctional facilities for
experiential learning.




PREPARATORY PHASE

efore implementing the Communities and Justice

Programme in schools, the Safer South Africa

Foundation has a mammoth task to introduce
and outline its aims as a Foundation; the objectives of
the programme; gauge expectations from all parties
and develop crucial documentation to ensure smooth
implementation.

The eagerness,in both Gautengand Limpopo provinces,
demonstrated by all relevant stakeholders, during the
preparatory briefing meetings was highly appreciated
owing to frank discussions that assisted the Foundation
to have a better understanding of the highlighted local
issues.

The participation of lecturers who live and work in the
local communities and who had previously handled
burning issues in their areas, paid dividends. All teams
were meticulousintheir preparation forimplementation
and went to great lengths to empower the learners.

The precision with which the requisite administration
was done helped to allay any misgivings about the

programme. The school principals had to agree on
dates and times to ensure that the school programme
was not disrupted.

The end product, the lecture schedule, had to receive
buy-in and commitment of the departments within the
Criminal Justice System seconding lecturers.

The school principals were required to sign the
service agreement on behalf of the schools, while the
Foundation was represented by its Chief Executive
Officer and/or Programme Manager. The agreement
outlined the roles and responsibilities of each role-

player.

The parents’ consent in writing was crucial seeking
their permission for their children, to participate in a
programme scheduled after school hours.

All participating schoolsin both provinces were required
to assign a teacher to coordinate the programme and
liaise closely with the SSAF facilitator.
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EXECUTION PHASE
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he Communities and Justice Programme sessions

have increased from eight to nine since the

Foundation have seen value in the pre-programme
briefing session that include all teachers and the selected
learners to garner support.

As per the programme model, two sessions were allocated
to the South African Police Service; one session to the local
Metro Police/Traffic Department; two sessions to National
Prosecution Authority (NPA) including a visit to the court;
two sessions to the department of Correctional Services
including a visit to the correctional facility; and the final
session allocated for a Human Rights presentation and
Evaluation session.

All sessions were held at each school with the exception of
the experiential learning in the form of a mock trial at the
Magistrate court and the visit to the Correctional Centre.

The methodology followed was in the form of lectures, a
combination of presentations, discussions and response
to questions, including role-play.

During the presentations, learners seized the moment and
raised countless questions; articulating what they had
observed in their communities.

It was encouraging to observe the robust debate; lecturers
did not shy away from addressing tough questions, the
hunger for information and knowledge to foster a better
understanding of the roles of the various law enforcement
practitioners became apparent.

The South African Police Service took learners through
their role in maintaining law and order; and elaborated on
the challenges they face in communities such as Ivory Park
community and Tshakhuma (the dynamics are different).

The role-play on the arrest process clearly illustrated the
role of the police; and the rights and obligations that the
accused has.

They encouraged the learners to join their local community
police forums and used practical examples to persuade
them.

Bullying, mentioned as a general challenge occurring
in many schools, brings about conflict that could lead to
criminal activity.

Metropolitan Police and/or Traffic Departments took
learners through their mandate; the processes followed
in the execution of their tasks and addressed road safety
challenges facing young people; and made practical




examples of the role the learners could play in promoting road safety
in the community; giving a stern warning to those who drive without
licences, fail to observe the rules of the road; and abuse liquor while
driving or walking.

The NPA team from the Magistrate Court empowered the learners on
their mandate, the different levels of courts and their role; the role of the
prosecutors and challenges they face.

They elaborated on the process of preparation for prosecution and the
rights and obligations of the victim and the accused. They outlined the
roles of the different courts the discussion that followed demonstrated
that the learners were beginning to have a better understanding.

The magistrate to the delight of the learners invited them to a sitting
court and later addressed them on what they had observed. She had a
stern warning about the attraction towards criminal activities.

The team from Correctional Services did not hold back, they sent a
strong message that crime does not pay. They explained the process
from admission to release; the rehabilitation programs available and the
impact of incarceration on the individual and the family.

The message conveyed by the lecturers did not prepare the learners for the
reality they were exposed to during their visit to the centre. Some learners
were traumatized by the exposure to the implications of incarceration
and to the honest testimonies of the offenders.

The message from everyone was the same: “Crime does not pay and the
loss of liberty has far reaching implications not only on the individual but
for the loved ones.”

7

The essay competition remains a useful tool to measure the learners
understanding of the shared information. It has become a standard feature
of the programme - since in 2013 - initiated by SSAF in partnership with the
South African Police Service.

It is meaningful
partnerships

that make our
neighbourhoods
safer communities;
weaving a social
fabric which
cannot be
destroyed by any

negative criminal
behaviour.
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The learners were invited to write an essay entitled: “What con the
fearners do to prevent crime in their school and community?”

The South African Police Service was requested to adjudicate.

The essays inspire the learners to think creativity and afforded them
the opportunity to use the knowledge gained to map out crime
prevention from their own perspective.

The Foundation continue to be encouraged by the ideas generated
through the essay competition. Below are excerpts from the essays:

“Learners need someone to talk to because some learners are
abused at home by their families, they are treated like dogs.”

“Some children are bullied at school, learners take their
money and tell them to write their homework, they tell them
if they don't they will kill them. It is important to report to the
teachers and parents.”

“Get involved in your school’s anti-violence activities, hold an
anti-violence poster contest, hold an anti-drug rally, if there is
no programme, start one.”

“Parents teach children how to reduce the risk of becoming
crime victims. Ask your children what goes on during a school
day and take their concerns seriously.”

“Learners must know that to make a mistake is not bad, but to
repeat the same mistake is a mistake.”

“Learners must stop committing crime and know that the
person you hurt is a victim — the person whose iPAD is stolen,
the refghbolr whase car is vandalized, store owher whose
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merchandize is stolen. Crime in the community hurts other people.”

“The school patrollers must be at the school gate to ensure that
learners do not bring in weapons.”

“A learner must refuse to bring a weapon, carry a weapon for
someone else and refuse to keep silent about those who carry
weapons.”

“Learners must report to the teachers when they see others abuse
alcohol and drugs at school.”

“Report to a parent, teacher or trusted adult if you are worried
about threats or violence and choose a safe route when traveling
to and from school.”

“The school can have a suggestion box for learners to report and
comment about what is happening at school.”

“Parents, teachers and learners must work hand in hand with the
police and stop protecting people who commit crime.”

“Learners can form an anti-violence group and teach others about
preventing crime.”

“Parents must teach children good ways of handling conflict.”

The learners’ ideas and proposals, if put to practice will go a long way to
contribute to the reduction of crime in their communities.

The essays demonstrated that the learners have grasped their lessons and
that the discussions have enriched their understanding of community
based crime prevention strategies.

“As crime
changes its face,
collectively, we
need to find new
crime fighting
strategies

and solutions

to empower

and mobilise
communities.”

Dr Tshenuwani Farisani
Chairperson: Safer South Africa
Foundation




LECTURES OUTLINE

Gauteng: Tshwane West, Ruabohlale and Soshanguve South Secondary Schools: August - September 2016

Gauteng: Johannesburg West, George Khosa and lkusasalethu Secondary Schools: January - February 2017

Limpopo: Maswie and Tshiemuemu Secondary Schools: March - May 2017

Gauteng: Ekurhuleni, Ivory Park, Umghele Comprehensive School: August - September 2017

The nine sessions in the four schools followed the agreed upon schedule:

Second and Fourth Sessions: Lectures
conducted by local South African
Police Service officials:

Third Session:

This session is devoted to a lecture on road
and traffic safety, conducted by Metropolitan
Police / Traffic Department




Safer South Africa Foundation Communities and Justice Programme Report
2016-2017

Wy

bv&rﬂ“a

Seventh and Eighth Sessions: These Follow-up Sessions:
sessions are devoted to a lecture and
experiential learning for learners:

Department of Correctional Service

Follow-up sessions were introduced in July 2017
in Limpopo and in October 2017 in Ivory Park,
Gauteng. These are meant to evaluate the impact
of the programme on the participants and the
school and introduce the Programme to the
Ninth Session: wider community. The follow-up session create a
The last two sessions are devoted to a lecture on platform for the participants in the Programme to
Human Rights and evaluation of programme: share their experiences and lessons learned.
Safer South Africa Foundation
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Crime prevention comprises of strategies and measures that
seek to reduce the risk of crimes occurring, and their potential

harmful effects on individuals and society, including fear of

crime, by intervening to influence their multiple causes.

Source: Handbook on the Crime Prevention Guidelines — Making them work. UNODC (2010)




REPORT 1

Ruabohlale Secondary
School

&

Soshanguve Secondary

School

The Communities and Justice Programme
was rolled-out at Ruabohlale &
Sushanguve Secondary Schools, Tshwan#
West.

Frogramme Duration:
August - September 2016

Certificate Award Ceremony:
23 September 2016

Outlined in this Section:
Certificate Award Ceremony

The full report was printed and distributed
ta the various stakeholders including
pogramme participants.
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“Community participation
is an important and
valuable tool to assist in

the process of changing

perceptions, empowering
people and developing a
common understanding”

Source: Making South Africa Safe: Manual
for Community-based Crime Prevention, 2010
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AWARD CEREMONY

Secondary Schools, agreed to hold the Certificate

Award Ceremony at the KT Motubatse Multipurpose
Centre on 28 September 2016, two days before the end of
the third term. All preparations went according to plan.

The two schools, Ruabohlale and Soshanguve South

The parents, community leaders, school governing
bodies, lecturers and senior management from all the law
enforcement agencies and a member of the Provincial
Legislature, the Gauteng Department of Education and
teachers were invited to the event.

On the day of the Award Ceremony, the hall adorned in
black and white colours, was abuzz as preparations were
carried out by the SSAF team and the assigned service
provider.

The learners from Soshanguve South arrived by bus, clad
in their uniform and accompanied by the coordinator
Ms Mnguni, the Deputy Principal, Ms Mashishi and other
assigned teachers.

The learners were briefed by the Programme Director of
the proceedings before being seated according to the
prepared lists.

The Ruabohlale learners looking neat in uniform followed
thereafter, accompanied by the coordinator Ms Skosana
who organised them as per the prepared list guiding the
sitting arrangement after their briefing.

At the start of the official proceedings, the Programme
Director, Mr Mashiya, kept the audience in stitches with
his jokes. From time to time he prompted the learners to
clap hands and recite the rehearsed praises, directed to the
lecturers from the South African Police Services; Tshwane
Metro Police Department; National Prosecuting Authority
and Correctional Services, to the enjoyment of all present.

The principal from Ruabohlale extended a warm welcome
to all distinguished guests, the Member of the Provincial
Legislature, honourable Sochayile Khanyile, the SSAF Board
member Prof. Majola, lecturers from SAPS led by Colonel
Mbatha, TMPD led by Director Mabunda, NPA led by the
Regional Court Prosecutor Gloria Mhlanga and DCS led by
Head of Correctional Centre Mr R Maake, parents, teachers
and the main celebrants, the learners.

He applauded the learners for joining in the fight against
crime and acknowledged the Tshwane Metro Municipality
Management for their contribution in availing the KT
Motubatse Multipurpose Centre for the event.

In outlining the purpose of the event, and the importance
of partnerships in the community based, crime prevention
initiative, Advocate Tseliso Thipanyane, the SSAF Chief
Executive Officer, recapped an excerpt from the speech
delivered by the African National Congress, President
Oliver Tambo, on 5 March 1988, at the Symposium on the
Survival and Development of Children in the Frontline
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States and Southern Africa when he said: “The guarantee
of a better future depended on the ‘safety and security as well
as the physical, intellectual and cultural development of the
African child!

Advocate Thipanyane explained that the programme was
in line with President Tambo's vision. He continued to tell
the audience that the impact of the programme has far
reaching implications in preparing the learners to become
part of community based crime prevention initiatives.

He shared the Foundations’ long term vision of reaching
out and touching the lives of as many learners as possible.

The message of support was delivered by Director
Mabunda, from the Tshwane Metro Police Department
(TMPD). He explained that Social Crime Prevention, as a
subsection for the TMPD, strives towards the prevention of
crime through addressing social issues and empowering
the community in order to eliminate the opportunities and
causes of crime. He pointed out that the Safer South Africa
Foundation directly contributes to the goal of the TMPD of
improving safety, security and order in the Tshwane Metro
Municipality.

Director Mabunda touched upon a pertinent issue, school
violence, he defined school violence as any form of violent
activity inside the school premises, which includes bullying
and physical abuse.

He pointed out that extreme cases such as shooting and
murder have also been reported in some schools. Then,
he addressed the role of parents, teachers and friends in

relation to school violence and said:

“To the Parents: As far as school violence is concerned you
have great influence. If parents are not responsible and caring
towards their children, then it is obvious that children will
grow to be an aggressive because they feel neglected and
alone.

So it is important that parents give sufficient care and love
to their children in order to make sure that they grow with
a proper attitude. They need not do something special or
flamboyant to make children happy. Just a simple pat on the
back, words of praise and appreciation, fulfilling their small
desires and needs can very well do the trick for you. The only
important thing for a parent is to be responsible.

Tothe Teachers: Coming to the influence of teachers in relation
to school violence, you have the same amount of contribution
as that of parents. A child spends nearly eight hours at school
and he is under the vigil of teachers. So it is very important
that these eight hours are spent in a favourable atmosphere.

The teachers should make sure that a child is not under any
sort of disturbances from other bullies inside the class or does
not have any problem that could possibly raise the instances
of school violence. If a teacher finds a bully child in the
classroom, then it is their responsibility to rectify that.

To you our safety ambassadors: Friends have a major
contribution as well. A good quality circle of friends will
mean that the child is growing in a healthy environment and
the chances of him being rude or arrogant are very less and
thereby eliminating chances of school violence.
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However, if the friends are bad then it would be very difficult
for an adolescent child to develop a proper attitude. Hence
such bad company of friends should be avoided by the child
in order to ensure that he is never in the wrong path.”

He concluded by appreciating and congratulating the
learners who participated in the programme.

Malebo Makhubela, a learner, represented Ruabohlale
Secondary School. She thanked all present for their support;
in particular Safer South Africa Foundation for giving her
and fellow learners the opportunity to participate in the
programme.

She shared with the audience what they have learnt from
the South Africa Police Service; the Tshwane Metro Police;
the National Prosecuting Authority and Correctional
Services. She raved about their experiences during the
visit to the Soshanguve Magistrate Court and the Odi
Correctional Centre.

She continued to explain a legal term they had learned
“Audi Alteram Partem” which means “both sides must be
heard".

She urged her fellow learners that as the youth of today,
the future of tomorrow and future leaders of South Africa,
they should make a difference in their communities and
stop crime.

Soshanguve South Secondary School was represented by
Zanele Cossa. Her opening line after observing all protocol
was that she could not believe that the programme had

come to an end. She described it as an experience of a life-
time, life changing and future building and a privilege to
their community, saying:

“I am happy that Safer South Africa Foundation noticed that
crime has a negative impact on our community and has
brought positivity and hope. We have observed and learned
as learners, we will apply every lesson to all corners across and
lend a helping hand on stopping crime.

We learnt and noted new things about the Criminal Justice
System. We even got to experience court processes which
we thought we never would unless it was on TV. Due to that
experience we are even considering following careers in crime
prevention as we have more knowledge.

A word of advice to people involved in crime, we have also
visited a prison, and to be honest that place is hell. So refrain
from crime because it does not pay and you will end up in jail,
with no bail and you will feel shame.

Life is about challenges and choices. We must not change our
uniform of pride, which is our school uniform to a uniform of
shame which is jail uniform. We must never let our background
to define us. The future is in our hands.

We rise with no shame and salute this programme, to all the
organizers of this programme and the people who took their
time to come and tell us more about their jobs, thank you.
You gave a huge inspiration that by dedication we can make
our lives easier, and that we have the ability to change our
communities and stop crime. We thank you’.
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“BUILDING SAFER, SHARED AND

CoNFIDENT COMMUNITIES
-

Communities & Justice Programme:
“This will build a solid foundation

for the future of our country, both

from the side of crime prevention
and encouraging more young
people to choose careers in the
Criminal Justice System.”

Mr Alfred Tsetsane
Managing Director of Bokatuma Group




Safer South Africa Foundation

The keynote address was delivered by the Managing
Director of Bokatuma Group, Mr Alfred Tsetsane, who is
no stranger in the Criminal Justice System. He served in
the department of Correctional Services as a Regional
Commissioner (Deputy Director General Level).

After acknowledging all dignitaries, parents and learners,
he shared with the audience that he was privileged to have
been part of the pilot programme in 2013; saying:

“It is an honour and a privilege to be part of this programme
intended to add value in the fight against crime. Particularly,
the empowerment of our communities to understand their
role in the Criminal Justice System and also know the various
responsibilities of the role-players within the Criminal Justice
System.

We commend the PGC Group for establishing the Safer South
Africa Foundation as part of their Corporate Social Investment.

I am particularly grateful that the programme focuses on
young people in school. This will build a solid foundation
for the future of our country, both from the side of crime
prevention and encouraging more young people to choose
careers in the Criminal Justice System.

From 1993 to about 2000 there have been concerted efforts
to align the country with the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa. However, the momentum was retarded with
the focus on the implementation of government policies. The
so-called born frees emerged, but efforts to educate on the

Constitution started to dwindle.

The country was beginning to be intolerant to the rising
criminal activity and pressure grew on Government to act.
You remember slogans like, ‘Shoot to kill;” calls for the return
of the death penalty and other issues.

Ithink our country needs further transformation and a renewal
of the mind. Whilst we base our activities and programmes on
what happened in the past - in the Apartheid era, our children
and grandchildren have not experienced this hardship and
many do not identify with it. We know that Apartheid was
about the mind.

It is programmes such as these that must be supported and
accelerated across the country. As we roll out the programme
in schools, | believe that it must also be introduced in
communities, training institutions and universities.

This programme will go a long way in fostering cooperation
between communities and the Criminal Justice officials. Theirs
is not an easy job. Let us applaud them.

Congratulations to all the recipients of certificates and the
winners of the essay competition .”

The Certificate Award Ceremony was graced by a member
of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature, the honourable
Sochayile Khanyile (MPL). He lauded the Safer South Africa
Foundation for introducing an excellent programme and
for enhancing community participation.

Communities and Justice Programme Report
2016-2017



He explained that as the Chairperson of the Community Safety
Portfolio Committee, he views crime prevention as pivotal in
the fight against crime.

He also commended the learners in his constituency,
Soshanguve, for participating in the programme, and added
that he shares the constituency with the Deputy President of
the Republic of South Africa, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa.

He then made an announcement and invited the learners who
participated in the programme, from both school, to visit the
legislature. The learners were ecstatic and responded to this
with a roar of applause.

In a subsequent meeting with the SSAF CEO, he shared his
rationale that he felt whilst the Communities and Justice
Programme was doing an excellent job in empowering
learners on issues pertaining to the implementation of the law,
it was equally important that the learners should be helped to
understand and appreciate how such laws are made.

The Foundation is always amazed by the euphoria and
anticipation prior to the presentation of certificates. The
parents, learners and teachers approach the event with such
enthusiasm and joy, as if it was a graduation from high school.

The programme director kept the crowd eager as he called the
presenters to the stage, most of whom were lecturers in the
programme.

Popular lecturers received loud cheers from the learners
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sharing a special moment not known to the rest of the
audience. Perhaps, evidence that rapport had been formed
during the sessions.

The learners approached the stage with pride as their
names were called and beamed as they ascended the
stage to receive their certificates and t-shirts while their
photographs were taken.

Some parents could not contain their joy they were up on
their feet singing praises and ululating while the teachers
and fellow learners were clapping hands and whistling.

The popular learners drew loud cheers from their fellow
learners and they played the part sharing a private space
and soliciting more applause.

The Foundation is never found wanting when the request
for presenters of certificates and prizes is sent out, there is
always willingness to assist. The Foundation was supported
by presenters of certificates from the Department of Justice
and Correctional Services (National Prosecuting Authority
and DCS), South African Police Service and Tshwane Metro
Police Department.

The Foundation believes that the lecturers may not be able
to quantify the huge contribution they make during the
sessions.

The impact of their work on the learners become apparent
as they observe the joy and listen to their testaments

during the Certificate Award Ceremony. It is on this day
that the Foundation witnesses the rapport between the
lecturers and the learners.

The highpoint of the day, the announcement of the
outcome of the essay competition is approached with
excitement and anticipation. As is now customary, the
learners in the two schools had participated in the essay
competition on the topic: “What can the learners do to
prevent crime in their school and community?”

The adjudication was conducted by the Soshanguve
Magistrate Court(NPA) team and the ODI Correctional
Centre team.

The learners were seating on edge, some shifting from
side to side on their chairs, while others were nervously
wringing their hands. The imminent announcement, the
long awaited moment brought the hall to a standstill.

The programme director added to the mood and took
his time to invite the presenter of prizes to the stage. He
invited Honourable Khanyile (MPL), Prof Majola, Director
Mabunda, 2" Deputy General Secretary of POPCRU,
Nomalanga Mabokela, the principal, Mr Sono and deputy
principal, Mrs Mashishi.

The successful learners could not contain their joy; they
walked tall ascending the stage with pride responding to
a roar of applause from their peers, teachers, lecturers and
proud parents.
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All six winners, flanked by the dignitaries assigned
to congratulate and handover gifts, posed on stage
for photos displaying their gifts. The continuous loud
cheers and whistling was an affirmation of approval and
acceptance of the outcome by the teachers and fellow
learners.

Winners of the essay competition:

Ruabohlale Secondary School:
- Nobuntu Tshabalala
+ Jabulile Malobola
« Pheladi Lebea

Soshanguve South Secondary School:
+ Phumzile Ntuli
 Sandile Mashaba
+ Tshepiso Maluleka




REPORTS 2 & 3

George Khosa and
Ikusasalethu Secondary
Schools, Johannesburg
West, Gauteng Province

&

Maswie and Tshiemuemu
Secondary Schools,
Tshakhuma, Limpopo
Province

The Communities and Justice
Programme was rolled-out at George
Khosa & lkusasalethu Secondary
Schools, Johannesburg West, Gauteng
Province; and Maswie & Tshiemuemu
Secondary Schools, Limpopo Province.

Programme Duration:
January - May 2017

Certificate Award Ceremony:
24 February 2017, Braamfischerville
12 May 2017, Tshakhuma

Dutlined in this Section:
. Certificate Award Ceremonies

The full report was printed and
distributed to the various stakeholders
including programme participants.
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Engaging Practitioners Within The
Criminal Justice System:

Through the Communities & Justice
Programme, learners, educators, local
authority leaders, correctional officers,

police officers, metro police / traffic

officers, magistrates, attorneys / advocates,
communities and others meet each other
face to face in a neutral, friendly
community setting and each becomes a
person to the other.




AWARD CEREMONY

"BUILDING SAFER, SHARED ANL
o ~ CONFIDENT COMMUNITIES'




Safer South Africa Foundation

Communities and Justice Programme Report
2016-2017

In line with the strategic aim of the Safer South Africa
Foundation (SSAF) Communities and Justice Programme
to focus on the local community, the SSAF team held
the Certificate Award Ceremonies for the four schools
separately - in different times and provinces - to afford
community members, particularly the parents, the
opportunity to participate.

GEORGE KHOSA AND IKUSASALETHU
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

JOHANNESBURG WEST: GAUTENG
PROVINCE

On 24 February 2017, the Nomzamo Madikizela-Mandela
Primary School Hall in Braamfischerville was a hive of
activity in preparation for the Certificate Award Ceremony
for the learners from George Khosa and lkusasalethu
Secondary Schools, who had successfully completed the
Communities and Justice Programme.

Mr More, the School Safety Official and his team joined the
SSAF team early to prepare for the proceedings.

The occasion was attended by teachers, parents,
invited dignitaries, lecturers and their principals from
the departments of the South African Police Service,
Johannesburg Metropolitan Police, National Prosecuting

Authority (Roodepoort Magistrate Court), the Krugersdorp
Correctional Centre, the Gauteng Department of Education
and the respective school governing bodies.

The learners from George Khosa arrived by bus and
were accompanied by the coordinator Mr. Thobejane,
the Deputy Principal, Ms Ledwaba and other assigned
teachers. The learners were briefed by the Programme
Director of the proceedings before being seated according
to the prepared lists.

Thelkusasalethulearners followed thereafter,accompanied
by the coordinator Mr Nyembe, who also organised them
accordingly.

The Programme Director to the approval of all present,
captured the interest of the audience with his light banter
and prompts directed to the learners, to which they
responded in unison.

The deputy principal, Ms Ledwaba from George Khosa
extended a warm welcome to all the distinguished guests,
the guest speaker Mr. Muendane, the lecturers from SAPS
led by Constable Xazi, JMPD led by Officer Monareng, NPA
led by the Chief Prosecutor Van der Schyff and DCS led by
Correctional Officer Mr. Phalalo, the Gauteng Department
of Education led by Mr Mpofu, parents, teachers and the
main celebrants, the learners.




She applauded the learners for joining in the fight against
crime. Again, she acknowledged and was appreciative of
the Safer South Africa Foundation for the Programme.

In outlining the purpose of the event, and the importance
of partnerships in community based crime prevention
initiatives, Advocate Thipanyane, the SSAF Chief Executive
Officer made reference to increases in crime in the last past
three years, which, according to him, “has and continues to
deprive the people of their fundamental rights and a sense of
security”. He went on to say that “much of this increase in
crime is fuelled by increasing high levels of drug abuse and
addiction that continue to wreak havoc in communities and
families”.

Advocate Thipanyane said that the objectives of the
programme, in pursuit of the spirit and values of Ubuntu
are to:

«  Empower learners by exposing them to roles of
the various law enforcement agencies.

« Create a platform for learners to interact face to
face with law enforcement agents in order to
enhance trust and confidence in the criminal
justice system.

«  Empower learners with regard to their individual
rights and responsibility in their interaction with
law enforcement agents.

«  Encourage participation of learners in community
based crime prevention initiatives.

He concluded by thanking the leadership of the two
schools, learners, their parents and guardians for giving the
Foundation the opportunity to implement the programme
and also thanked the Foundation’s partners, the various
law enforcement agents, the Gauteng Department of
Education and funders of the Foundation for making the
programme possible and a success.

The message of support was delivered by the NPA Chief
Prosecutor, Mrs Van der Schyff. She explained that social
crime prevention strives towards the prevention of crime
through addressing social issues and empowering the
community in order to eliminate the opportunities and
causes of crime.

She pointed out that the Safer South Africa Foundation and
its programme in the two schools has made an important
contribution in this regard.

She concluded by congratulating learners that participated
in the programme and wished them well in their efforts to
be ambassadors of crime prevention in their respective
communities.

A message of motivation was delivered by Mr Shabangu,
who is in his opening statement quoted Wayne Dyer:
“Change the way you look at things and the things you look
at change’.

The essence was that individuals need to use their roles
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and purposes in life in order to enable them find a drive
towards their journey.

He said that learners need to know that they are on the
right track by virtue of staying in school and securing their
future: “The difference between where you are and where you
should be, is what you need to do.”

In his message of encouragement on behalf of George
Khosa Secondary School, the student representative,
Lunga Dlamini, started by mentioning that joining the
Safer South Africa programme was the best decision he
made as it gave him the opportunity to learn about the
criminal justice system.

He shared what he learned from various criminal justice
system departments. He mentioned that his favourite
day of the programme was the NPA lecture as he plans to
pursue the law career in future.

Sharing his experience of the visit to Krugersdorp
Correctional Centre, he said it was an emotional and a
life changing experience. He went on to thank all the
presenters for their support in the programme and the
Safer South Africa Foundation for giving him and fellow
learners the opportunity to participate in the programme.

In her opening remarks, Kelebogile Nkabinde, a student
representative from lkusasalethu Secondary School said

that for the past month, she and her fellow learners have
been recruited, taught and influenced by the Safer South
Africa foundation.

This has enabled her to “graduate” with knowledge and
sense of direction for her life. She continued to say that
she lives in Braamfischerville, “a community often forgotten
in the map as not many people are able to reach for their
dreams and be successful”and a community where“there are
very few well qualified professionals” leading to community
members resorting to substance abuse and crime.

She said she was happy that the Safer South Africa
Foundation noticed that crime was part of their school
environment as there were daily fights and gambling and
that the police were constant visitors to her school where
many learners walked with ‘mphako’ (township slang for
knives), drugs and other things learners were not supposed
to carry to school.

However, she indicated that “the school has improved for
the better because of the Safer South Africa Foundation
programme. All learners are not only afraid of being caught
doing crime but also afraid of catching themselves in the
wrong.”’

She said that learners that participated in the programme
have found good career guidance and have been given
practical experience on life choices that can shape their




future. “We have observed and learned as learners, we will
apply every lesson to all corners across and lend a helping
hand on stopping and preventing crime.”

In closing, she thanked and praised the programme, all the
organisers of the programme and the people “who took
their time to come and tell them more about their jobs."

She stated: “You gave us knowledge that by dedication we
can make our lives better and that we will strive to ensure that
your efforts do not become a futility exercise. Thank you'”.

The pinnacle of the programme is the Certificate Award
Ceremony which was conducted amidst great excitement
and a sense of accomplishment for both the learners
and the lecturers. The relationship between the law
enforcement practitioners and the learners was visible.

The learners took the occasion seriously and walked tall as
they received their certificates, pens and key holders while
their photographs were being taken.

The Foundation was supported by representatives from
the Department of Correctional Services, the National
Prosecuting Authority, the South African Police Service
and Johannesburg Metro Police Department in the
presentation of certificates.

The audience cheered them on with some parents calling
their children by name.

As is now customary, the learners in the two schools had
participated in the essay competition on the topic “What
can the learners do to prevent crime in their school and
community?”

The adjudication was conducted by the NPA team from the
Roodepoort Magistrate Court.

Whenthelongawaited momentarrived, theannouncement
of the winners, the hall was filled with loud cheers from
teachers, parents and fellow learners. The recipients were
overjoyed as they were congratulated by the assigned
dignitaries who handed them their gifts

Winners of the essay competition:

George Khosa Secondary School
« Lwande Ncapai
«  Yamkela Hlongwana
« Lukhangela Mnukwa

lkusasalethu Secondary School
«  Kelebogile Nkabinde
+  Relebogile Nkola
«  Thamsanga Ngwenya

Keynote Address

The keynote address was delivered by the guest speaker
from Soultalk, Mr Michael Muendane. After expressing
his happiness and pride in being associated with the
programme, he made the following observationsin relation
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to crime, young people and community involvement in
crime prevention:

“How to Deal with Crime Effectively in the Community:
Psychological studies have established that people with a
high self-esteem are more creative, independent-spirited,
and enterprising.

People like these are an asset to the economy and can never
hurt another human being.

This has a direct bearing on levels of employment and
crime, as it means that a person with a high self-esteem
is positively purposeful and can also not be a criminal
because a criminal, by definition, hurts other people by
stealing from them or molesting them.

We should focus on strategies that are directed especially
at South African young people, taking into account the
historical factors that have impacted on their self-image
and, therefore, their self-esteem.

The results envisaged are, inter alia, the development of
proactive individuals who can therefore contribute to
higher production, the creation of a stable, peaceful and
tolerant multi-cultural society. This will ensure that progress
and prosperity become the order of the day.

People who have a high self-esteem are independent
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thinkers and when more than one independent thinker comes
together, they relate through interdependence.

This means they place value on one another; when one places
value on another person, there is no possibility of either
hurting the other and crime can therefore not happen in that
kind of environment.

Parenting is also very important in developing people who are
independent thinkers.

When we deal with crime, to the end of eliminating it, we
need to take into account that South Africa’s youth require
guidance, vision and a sense of meaning in their lives.

Parenting can give them all these and can teach them how
to generate within themselves a sense of personal guidance
thus preparing them to be effective parents, leaders and
contributors to the economy and environmental health. The
bonus is a reduction in crime levels.

We need to increase self-awareness, self-worth and self-
direction so that the young people can take full responsibility
for and make empowering choices in every area of their lives.

The youth in South Africa often lack meaningful role
models, so the design of the programmes, in taking this into
consideration substitutes techniques that would help them in
their proactive quest for excellence.”

Vote of Thanks

The vote of thanks was given by the Deputy Principal, Mr
Morudu, from Ikusasalethu Secondary School, who said it
is a privilege and great honour to extend a vote of thanks
to all who have participated and contributed in one way or
the other to make this programme and award ceremony
event a success.

They all worked smilingly shoulder to shoulder to make this
programme and certificate award ceremony successful.

He thanked the parents, learners, teachers, speakers,
the Criminal Justice System officials/lecturers and the
Safer South Africa Foundation and congratulated all the
recipients of certificates and the winners of the essay
competition.
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MASWIE AND TSHIEMUEMU
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
TSHAKHUMA VILLAGE, LIMPOPO
PROVINCE

“Today, | cried, watching young people in this hall reaping the
rewards of hard work, becoming solutions in the community
and striving to defeat all negativity,” said an emotional Dr
Farisani, chairperson of the Safer South Africa Foundation,
an ardent and revered community leader, in his keynote
address at the Communities and Justice Programme
Certificate Award Ceremony.

The ceremony was held on 12 May 2017 at Levubu Primary
School hall, in Tshakhuma, Limpopo province. The hall was
filled to capacity, the parents attended in great numbers,
some had travelled long distances to be there on time.

The ceremony was scheduled to commence at 10h00 but
at 09h00 scores of parents who braved the cold morning
and light drizzle, were eagerly lining up outside the hall
and chatting happily.

The chiefs, law enforcement agencies, ward councillors,
community leaders and teachers took their seats joining

the celebrants, the learners, who came in earlier with their
coordinators and teachers to participate in the preparation
of the hall.

The learners from both schools looking beautiful, adorned
in their uniform were accompanied by their coordinator
Mr Mufamadi, Principal Davhula and teacher Mrs Likhanya
from Tshiemuemu and coordinator Mr Matovheke and
Principal Makondelela from Maswie.

The excitement was palpable, it was a true celebration for
Tshakhuma village with its hills and picturesque lush green
vegetation.

The vibrant Programme Director, in his opening set the
tone, putting everyone at ease communicating with
the learners by clapping their hands to a rehearsed beat
and acknowledging the lecturers from the Criminal
Justice System, in loud voices saying “Halala” to each law
enforcement division, raising their hands high waving from
side to side.

The welcome address was delivered by Maswie Principal
Mr Makondelela after acknowledging MaHosi, the chiefs,
chanting their praises and gesticulating appropriately.




The whole hall reverberated as young and old responded
accordingly in unison with hands joined body bending and
heads bowed tilting to the side.

He extended a warm welcome to Dr Farisani, all the
traditional leaders, the ward councillors, representatives
from POPCRU and PGC Group, representatives from the
South African Police Service led by Station Commander
Mashamba, Makhado Traffic led by Traffic Manager Mokiri,
National Prosecuting Authority led by Chief Prosecutor
Weideman, Correctional Services led by Area Commissioner
Mashamba, parents, teachers and learners.

He commended the learners for joining in the fight to
promote safer schools and communities.

Advocate Thipanyane, the SSAF Chief Executive Officer,
greeted MaHosi in Tshivenda, to the audience’s delight,
before presenting the purpose of the Programme.

In his opening, he said: “You cannot build a prosperous
country without peace” He took all present through the
journey that the learners had travelled in the Communities
and Justice Programme under the guidance of the law
enforcement agencies in the Criminal Justice System.

Then he outlined the objectives of the Programme and the
contents of the nine sessions and concluded by thanking
all the partners, the school principals and their teams, the

law enforcement agencies and the parents.

The message of support was delivered by the Makhado
Chief Traffic Officer J. Zitha who exuded experience in his
field. The learners gave him a warm welcome recognising
his contribution as a lecturer in the session on road safety.

Mr Zitha reiterated the lessons he had imparted during the
sessions on the promotion of road safety, placing particular
emphasis on the role the community and the learners
could play to prevent mishaps. He also gave guidance on
the correct approach to transporting people, goods and
livestock.

Mr Zitha received a roaring applause of approval when he
informed the learners that to sustain the relationship that
had begun, his department would be supportive to the
learners who participated in the Communities and Justice
Programme by facilitating their registration for learners
licence at the requisite age and time and even consider
waving the fees applicable.

All this would be done in consultation with the school
because they have the list of all learners who participated
and completed the Programme. He congratulated the
learners for their achievement.

Maswie Secondary School’s learner representative, Ms N.
Mutshidzi, thanked the Safer South Africa Foundation for
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exposing them to the Programme and to the law enforce-
ment agencies for empowering them with information on
the strategies on Crime Prevention.

She shared with the audience the lessons they had learned
namely that: they must know the contact numbers of
structures such as the Community Police Forums; not
to receive stolen goods; to behave like children and not
encourage or commit crime.

Recalling the visit to the Correctional Centre she warned
and said: “Prison is not good, it is like hell, there is no privacy”.
She concluded by inviting everyone when she said: “Let us
be united and help one another: #CrimeMustFall’.

As the Programme Director called upon the learner
representative from Tshiemuemu, Mr Razwinani to come
to the podium, his fellow learners rose in song entitled:
“Tshiemuemu ndi tshikolo tshashu” (Tshiemuemu is
our school), swaying in harmony to the admiration of all
present. The composer Mpho Mphidi, a fellow learner
beamed with pride:

Tshiemuemu ndi tshikolo tshashu
Tshiemuemu Ndi tshashu
Riya tenda

Tshi do dzula tshi hone
Riya tenda

Nangwe zwithu zwi tshi konda
Ri ya tenda Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Riya tenda

Safer South Africa Foundation ndi yashu
Riya tenda
I do dzula vha hone
Riya tenda

Nangwe zwithu zwi tshi konda
Riya tenda Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Riya tenda

The song translated: Tshiemuemu is ours, it always shall be
ours, Hallelujah, Hallelujah we agree; no matter how difficult
things may be. Safer South Africa Foundation is ours; It will
always be there for us; no matter how difficult things may be;
Hallelujah, Hallelujah; we agree.

The song continued to honour Mr Mashiya the SSAF
facilitator, Mr Davhula the Principal, Mr Mufamadi the
coordinator and Ms Likhanya the teacher.

Mr Razwinani after thanking and acknowledging all
present said: “It is an honour to be here with you today. Our
school year started in an excellent way, because in March this
year we were privileged to be among the few schools that
were selected to be taught about how our Criminal Justice
System works.”
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He shared what they learned in the nine sessions from
SAPS, Traffic Department, NPA and Correctional Services.

“We were taken to court and learned how a trial is conducted
and the roles of the different people during the trial. Our final
visit was to the Correctional Services. That is where we realized
that life behind bars is not easy. All the above departments
work together to bring about justice to all the people of South
Africa.

When we achieve, we do so because there are others who help
us to do so. The Safer South Africa Foundation has truly taught
us a lot about how the South African Justice System operates”.

Expressing gratitude, he said: “On behalf of all the
students who took part in this programme and the teachers
of Tshiemuemu and Maswie, | would like to say that we
appreciate the role Safer South Africa Foundation has played
in making us responsible learners. We will practice this at our
school and community at large. One day we will make South
Africa a better place to live in. Rome was not built in one day.”

“l took it upon myself to be responsible and provide
recreational, charity and sporting activities such as; netball,
basketball, and boxing to take teenagers out of streets. The
sessions taught me that young people can do great things. |
am willing to create my own project to develop young people
to stand up tall and take a stand to fight crime.

I will need support from you Safer South Africa Foundation in
order to achieve my goal which is creating a new generation of
zero criminality. | am sure with your help | will equip, promote
and enlighten young people through a project committed to
fight crime. Thank you. Halala, Safer South Africa Foundation,
Halala!".

The long-awaited moment of awarding the certificates
finally arrived there was jubilation in the packed hall. The
programme director added to the celebratory mood with
jokes and prompting the learners to chant happily.

The presenters of certificates were selected from the
lectures seconded the Criminal Justice System, the learners
called out their names in recognition of the role they played
in the implementation of the programme.

The learners ascended the stage with great joy and pride to
be congratulated by the presenter, receive their certificates
and pose for the photo. The presenters stood tall as their
own community members acknowledged them with loud
cheers.

The overjoyed parents ululated as their children’s names
were called, some sang clan praises while some stood up to
be counted. Some learners gesticulated and took a specific
pose on the stage inviting loud cheers and whistling from
their fellow learners and proud teachers.



Safer South Africa Foundation

Communities and Justice Programme Report
2016-2017

The two school principals sitting with the speakers on the
stage could not contain their excitement and a sense of
accomplishment as their learners were honoured.

It was a beautiful sight to watch lecturers, principals, learners
and parents share the special moment. All eighty-five (85)
learners were awarded the certificates.

Before announcing the winners of the essay competition, the
programme director teased and kept the audience in suspense
dragging the announcement, the learners’anxiety was written
all over their faces. Finally, he invited the presenters of the
gifts: Advocate Thipanyane, Dr Farisani, Mr Zitha, Mr Davhula
and Mr Makondelela.

The six successful learners three from Maswie and three
from Tshiemuemu Secondary Schools, were announced.
The audience went wild with applause, ululation, praise
singing and whistling, fellow learners were up on their feet to
acknowledge the winners.

The winners jumped with joy as their names were called, some
clearly overwhelmed by the honour and response from the
audience. After being congratulated and receiving their gifts
they descended the stage and went to the chiefs who graced
the occasion, to receive their blessings. It was an emotional
moment as all six used the traditional greeting reserved for
royalty.
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Winners of the essay competition:

Maswie Secondary School
«  Tshilidzi Nedzamba
«  Mulalo Nemutanzhela
«  Muano Matovheke

Tshiemuemu Secondary School
« Reginald Makondelela Razwinani
«  Fulufhelo Tshauambea
«  Kuthadzo Masikhwa

The programme director called for music in celebration to
which learners from both schools displayed their prowess
in the latest dance challenging the programme director
who matched their style, some parents came forward and
joined in the festivity, setting the entire hall on a party
mood.

There was a special feature, a motivational message, not
reflected onthe programme it was meant to be a surprise for
all, particularly the learners. Mr Azwihangwisi Nesengani,
born and bred in Tshakhuma Village, and matriculated
from Maswie Secondary School addressed the audience.

In his opening remarks after all protocol was observed
addressing himself to the learners he said: “If you are
involved in crime, you have closed your gate to success’.

He gave an emotional account of his childhood which was
characterised by abject poverty. He described a sad time
during which he left school; thinking he could work and
make ends meet, but came to a stark realisation that only
education would liberate his family from poverty.

He thanked his former teachers Mr Makondelela and Mr
Matovheke for encouraging him to soldier on, and thanked
Mr Davhula who was one of the people who supported
them as young people in their fight for justice.

His personal story brought tears to parents who could
relate to his experiences of poverty, but gave hope to
learners listening to him describing their current situation.

Today, he informed the audience, that he is a director in the
national office of the Department of Correctional Service
because many people contributed, he was not only raised
by his family but by the community.

He emphasised the importance of respecting tradition at
all times and gave a stern warning to those who believe
that prison is a five-star hotel saying either they have never
been in a five-star hotel or they have never been in prison.

He called upon the audience to continue supporting one
another as he was supported as a child in the village and
said: “Help your neighbours child”.
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The keynote address was delivered by the Dr Tshenuwani
Farisani, Chairperson of the Safer South Africa Foundation,
an activist during the liberation struggle, a devoted
community leader who commands respect in his province
of birth Limpopo, and member of the first Democratic
Parliament in 1994.

It was impressive to note that even though he boasts an
illustrious personal journey and accomplishments, he
never lost touch with his roots and tradition.

He moved away from the podium sang the traditional
praises reserved for royalty, “MaHosi” the chiefs,
gesticulating and going down to demonstrate respect.

The entire audience, young and old, male and female
responded appropriately, with the women ululating. It was
a truly moving scene to watch every single individual in the
room moving in harmony.

He drew loud applause from the audience when he
extended an invitation to all the recipients of certificates to
his farm, where he would slaughter livestock to celebrate
their achievement.

He invited ideas with regard to the agenda that would
inform the weekend programme festivities.
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He continued to relate his personal experiences and said:
“I recently cried in Shoprite when an old man approached me
and thanked me for my contributions during the liberation
struggle.

People | do not know stop me because they recognise me.
Today, | cried, watching young people in this hall reaping the
rewards of hard work, becoming solutions in the community
and striving to defeat negativity. You are the change:
‘Tshanduko!”

He gave the learners a fatherly advice and assured them
that prison is not the place to be. He related his own painful
experiences in fourteen prisons he was detained in as a
political prisoner.

He shared information indicating that many people died
to build schools. He expressed sadness when he related
stories of people burning schools and turning to the
learners he said: “In anger do not destroy, when you destroy
my school you destroy my future. Never grow bigger than
your parents. Respect your parents’.

Turning to parents he thanked them for being the guiding
light to children. He thanked MaHosi for the role they

played, standing for justice, during the apartheid era.

He shared with the learners that he had great respect for

his parents and his primary school teachers who instilled
important values which guided him throughout his life.

He concluded by saying that in his life journey he was
assisted by many people and said: “God has put people to
help others".

Finally, he requested the Safer South Africa Foundation
Team to stand and he introduced them to the audience:
CEO: Advocate Thipanyane, Programme Manager: Jabu
Sishuba, Facilitator: Walter Mashiya and Board Member:
Azwihangwisi Nesengani and thanked them for the work
well done.

Presentation to the two schools

The Programme Director invited the two school principals,
Mr Davhula and Mr Makondelela, to the stage to receive a
gift on behalf of their schools.

They were presented with a box containing Safer South
Africa Foundation T-shirts for the learners who participated
and successfully completed the programme.

The learners cheered incessantly in appreciation of the
gifts. The schools have since handed over the T-shirts
and sent photographs of learners showing off their new
acquisition.
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Vote of Thanks

The vote of thanks was delivered by Mr Davhula, Principal
fromTshiemuemu, he observed protocoland demonstrated
the appropriate praises accompanied by the relevant
gestures when he acknowledged Dr Farisani and MaHosi .

At that point a learner from Tshiemuemu, Mpho Mphidi,
ascended the stage and recited a poem she had written to
show appreciation, entitled: Safer South Africa Foundation:

Safer South Africa Foundation
Indeed, you've built a solid foundation for crime prevention
Not just a foundation but a huge inspiration
That by dedication we can reach our destination,
In this peaceful, motherland of ours.

It is speculated that;
A race like a correction, corrected correctly by correctors,
Shining in the fertilized deltas,
Breaking out the hereditary bondages.

We as the candidates of Tshiemuemu
Our head and tails, Mr Davhula and our teachers,
We humbly thank you!

Loud cheers, whistling and ululating echoed in the hall from
the audience with learners on their feet to acknowledge a
fellow learner.

Mr Davhula thanked the host, Mr P.D. du Toit, the Levubu
Laerskool Principal for availing the hall for the event; all
the chiefs, ward councillors, parents and the community
at large for their cooperation and support; the learners for
their fervour, cooperation and participation; the Maswie
principal for welcoming the guests; the lecturers from the
various departments for doing a sterling job in empowering
the learners (SAPS, Makhado Traffic,c, NPA Thohoyandou
Magistrate Court and Correctional Centre).

Mr Matovheke and Mr Mufamadi for the excellent
coordination of the implementation of the programme;
all the speakers for their support, inspiration and words of
wisdom; all the dignitaries who put time aside to support
such a crime prevention initiative; PGC Group for their
continued financial and material support; all the service
providers and the programme director for a job well done.

He concluded by urging the learners to follow Dr Farisani
footsteps and work hard with the aim of one day giving
back to the community.
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n 07 September 2017, scores of people converged

atthe Ivory Park North Hall for the Safer South Africa

Foundation: Communities and Justice Programme
Certificate Award Ceremony.

The event attracted the attention of community members
in the premises, some came to assist the team to carry the
boxes into the hall.

The local municipality officials also joined in the preparation
ofthe halland helped to pointoutall the required amenities.

The mood was jovial and the event was attended by various
Safer South Africa Foundation (SSAF) shareholders, that
is; officials represented by the leadership from the Police
and Prison Civil Rights Union (POPCRU) led by First Deputy
General Secretary Mr Msinto; Gauteng Department School
Safety official Mr Motaung; South African Human Rights
Commission, Commissioner Makwetla; teachers; parents;
invited dignitaries; lecturers and senior managers from
the departments of the South African Police Service led
by Captain Makhoba; the National Institute for Crime
Prevention and the Reintegration of Offenders (NICRO); the
Johannesburg Metropolitan Police led by Superintendent
Mamonyane; National Prosecuting Authority: Tembisa
Magistrate Court, led by Magistrate Maila, the Leeuwkop
Correctional Centre led by Mr Msibi; School Governing
Body; and other community and faith-based organizations.

The attendees were visibly impressed to see the men and

women in uniform streaming in and taking their rightful
seats.

The school coordinator, Ms Motautona arrived flanked by
jubilant learners from Umghele Secondary School; looking
beautiful in their school uniform.

The programme director, Mr Mashiya, took them aside for
final briefing on the impending event’s proceedings.

When the programme director took to the podium, he had
the audience laughing in response to his jokes. The learners
chanted in reply to his prompting, greeting the lecturers
from each department.

Principal Lekgoathi, representing the GDE District Director,
Mr Ndevu, welcomed the guests.

She confessed that when she was approached to grant
permission for the Programme to be implemented in her
school, she never anticipated the impact it would have
and expressed her appreciation of the Safer South Africa
Foundation Programme.

The programme director requested that the “Peace Song”
composed by Chicco Twala in the 1990s be played.

When Mr Mashiya invited the audience to stand and sing
along, they gladly obliged.

The room reverberated with joyful voices singing, everyone
swaying to the beat with hands up in the air:




South Africa,
We love you,
Our beautiful land,
Let us show the whole world,

We can bring peace in our land.

Safer South Africa Foundation adopted the Peace Song
because it resonates with its work in crime prevention
and promotion of peace and social cohesion in local
communities.

The lyrics call for unity, forgiveness, building a new nation,
and burying the divisions. It is true, children need to grow,
play and learn in a peaceful environment.

In outlining the purpose of the event, Ms Sishuba, SSAF
Programme Manager, reminded the audience that it was
spring; a time for new beginnings and time to celebrate
one’s heritage during September, a month marked as
Heritage month in South Africa.

She said the event presented an opportune time for the
Foundation to acknowledge and thank the Principal, her
team and the parents for their foresight; to celebrate the
learners who successfully completed the Programme;
to thank the Criminal Justice System for reaching out to
communities they serve; to start nurturing the seed that
was planted by the various law enforcement agencies and
the SAHRC on the nine session Programme; to create a

platform for the learners to share their unique experiences
with their parents and the community and to encourage
the learners to become ambassadors of crime prevention
in their school and community.

She concluded by sharing a quotation that would help the
learners in taking decisions: “Our mind is our garden; our
thoughts are the seeds; so, we can grow flowers or we can
grow weeds’.

Commissioner Makwetla from the South Africa Human
Rights Commission delivered a message of support. She
said: “As a Commissioner at the South African Human Rights
Commission, | am privileged to be invited to this award
ceremony which recognises the contribution of young people
in creating a safer South Africa.

I am the Commissioner responsible for children’s rights. The
Commission recognises the importance of future generations
in the development and prosperity of our country and that is
why the Commission is dedicated to promoting and protecting
the rights of children.

The contribution of young people to ensuring that South Africa
is a safer society cannot be underestimated. Unfortunately,
ours is a society where many young people’s safety has been
failed.

We hear of countless cases of abuse of children, many are
raped, maimed through violent acts such as use of corporal
punishment at school.
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Thousands of young people are at the receiving end of various
forms of violence which takes place in both public and private
spaces.

For South Africa to become a better society, the current state
of affairs whereby children face high levels of violence need to
change.

This event is important because it recognises the role that
young people can play in society. The role of young people
should never be underestimated as was evident in 1976, a year
that highlighted the role young people can play in changing
their circumstances.

In promoting a safe society, young people can play different
roles. These can include communicating messages of peace.
We know that many young people are masters at using social
media, radio or television.

They also speak a language which can make even the most
boring topics sound catchy and interesting. We hope that they
can help to promote peace through such media platforms.

Young people can also help ensure a safer society through
advising on how we can best build a safer nation.

| take this opportunity on behalf of SAHRC to congratulate
thosewho are recognised atthis ceremony for the contribution
that they are making to ensure a safer society.

| know it is not an easy task and some may even feel like
quitting at times but | hope that they continue to soldier on.

I also encourage other young people to join this noble course.
It is almost impossible to build safer society without involving
everyone.”

Warning parents and teachers, she said that violence was
not an option when instilling self-discipline in children.

She encouraged learners to dream big and keep a notebook
where they can pen their aspirations.

Mr Nhlanhla Shabangu, a motivational speaker and youth
developer, took the baton from Commissioner Makwetla
and said: “Having a dream and planning leads to greatness,
for one’s attitude determines one’s altitude”.

Encouraging learners to surround themselves with people
who inspire and help them, he urged them to see endless
possibilities in order to make choices that would take them
to greater heights.

Engaging a learner who said her dream car was a Mercedes
Benz - to the delight of others - Mr Shabangu pointed out
that in order to reach her dream, she must plan to acquire
knowledge, secure a good job, outline her priorities and
save money to buy her dream car.

Reminding learners of an earlier presentation, he asked:
“What are you going to plant in your garden, flowers or
weeds?”

He encouraged them: “Be the change that you want to seein
the world” (quoting Mahatma Gandhi).




“You must be
the change you
want to see in
the world.”

Mahatma Gandhi
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He concluded by saying: “You are change agents, take
the opportunities availed to you and see how best you can
use them. Indlela ibuzwa kwaba phambili. Thatha ithuba
lanamhlanje ulisebenzise, and count your blessings.”

Nhlanhla Ntsonani, representing participants, expressed
gratitude to the Foundation and shared their experience
with the audience.

She thanked the law-enforcement agencies for educating
them about their roles in their respective fields and for
explaining the individual rights and obligations.

Appreciative of the exposure to court processes, she said
that the visit to the correctional centre was unnerving and
an eye opener.

As learners, she said, they had learnt a lot and now have a
better understanding of the Criminal Justice System and
the South African Human Rights Commission.

Magistrate Maila, the guest speaker, introduced herself as
a person from humble beginnings, coming from a rural
background in Limpopo, she lost her parents when young.

She shared her personal trauma of sexual abuse, raped
at age thirteen, she indicated that she is grateful because
despite that horrific experience today she is a specialist in
sexual offences.

She shared with the audience that she grew up poor but

added that poverty is an orientation preparing a person for
the future.

Self-disclosure brought her closer to the audience because
there were people who could relate to and/or shared some
aspects of her background.

She encouraged the audience to internalise and accept the
parts of their lives or weaknesses they are not comfortable
with.

She called these “spots” and said: “We all have spots, when
you are unable to settle for or accept your reality, your image
is negatively affected. In life there are spots, that if we do not
accept them we become unsettled.”

Addressing parents, she said: “Parents work on your spots
[weaknesses] because, unless you do that, you cannot
support your children.

We have a tendency to hide what we do not like in us instead
of acknowledging our shortfalls and moving on to fight or
strive for what we want. Parents through determination you
passed Grade 12 when your parents did not have education,
that is a great achievement.”

Addressing those leadership positions, she said: “You get to
your office and think you are all powerful, forgetting that you
are a servant of the people. You have to serve others through
your position.
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Be grateful and remember that you are employed for a greater
purpose. You are employed by heaven, not by human beings.

God gave you gifts and talents, therefore do your work to the
best of your ability, whether your supervisor is there or not,
be committed to service. We were raised to respect, that is
Ubuntu. In a work environment get out of the familiar and go
to the unfamiliar to achieve your goals.”

She made a practical example of how she had to quickly
master the Afrikaans language, at the beginning of her
career to be at the same level with her peers in court.

“We have to move from comfort zones and do greater
things that others think it is impossible. Chinese children are
socialised to desire to create the best cell phone technology,
whereas a black child has a mentality of buying best cell
phone available in the market. They look at the same thing
but have different visions.”

She illustrated her point by wearing sunglasses to show
that the same audience looked different and darker when
viewed through darker glasses.

Addressing learners, she implored them to refrain from
associating with friends that keep on asking “Ziwaphi?”
instead of focusing on the positive future.

“Do not take pride in being called “iskhokho” because it is not
a good symbol, iskhokho is actually the burnt bottom part of
ipapa, the part that is thrown away.”

“Young people today focus on the fact that they have rights
but those rights go with responsibilities; if as learners you
remember that, then the universe cannot stop you’.

She encouraged learners to excel in the midst of adversity
and concluded by saying: “The greatest tragedy in life is to be
without a purpose”.

The awarding of the certificates remains the Programme’s
highpoint.

Learners and their teachers demonstrated pride in their
achievement while the lecturers looked on with a sense of
accomplishment.The rapport that had developed between
the law-enforcement agencies and the learners was visible.

As the learners’ names were called, they approached the
stage with excitement, posing joyfully for photographs
while displaying their certificates and T-shirts.

The Foundation was supported by representatives from
the Department of Correctional Services; the National
Prosecuting Authority, the South African Police Service
and the Johannesburg Metro Police Department, in the
presentation of certificates.

The audience cheered them on with some parents calling
their children by name.

Following the tradition introduced in 2013, the learners
had participated in the essay competition on the topic:
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“What can learners do to prevent crime in their school and
community?”

The adjudication was done by the South African Police Service.

When the long anticipated announcement of the winners arrived,
the hall reverberated with sounds of joy.

The learners, parents, teachers and lecturers, unable to contain
their excitement, cheered, whistled and ululated incessantly.

Dignitaries on stage from the SAHRC, NPA and the principal were
called upon to hand the gifts to the winners.

The recipients were ecstatic as they were congratulated, handed
the gifts and posed for photographs.

Winners of the essay competition:

Umghele Secondary School
+ Thembisile Maleboho
+ Lethabo Betha
+ Nyiko Ngobeni

The programme director heightened the celebratory mood when
he called for music to mark the great day.

The learners jumped to their feet to demonstrate the latest dance
moves on the floor. The parents, law-enforcement practitioners
and teachers joined in.

The programme director prompted all of them to do more and
they did not disappoint. The audience became one big family.




Communities & Justice Programme:

The Certificate Award Ceremony creates
a platform for learners to share their
unique experiences with their parents and
community, as they choose to become
crime prevention ambassadors
in their school and community.
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Vote of Thanks

The vote of thanks was delivered by Mr. O Motaung from
the Gauteng Department of Education, Schools Safety,
Johannesburg East.

He expressed appreciation to the Ivory Park, Midrand
Municipality for availing the hall at no cost.

He commended the learners for successfully completing
the course and for pledging to be part of the solution in
the fight against crime.

Thanking parents for coming out in numbers to support
their children; he pointed out that the occasion would
not have been a success without the hard work and

: B UILDIN G SAF ER, S HA RED AN [3 cooperation of teachers, law-enforcement agencies and
CONFIDENT COMMUNITIES the community.

He concluded by extending gratitude to the speakers for
their words of wisdom and inspiration and to PGC Group
for their continued support of the Programme.




EVALUATION

earners’ evaluation at the end of each programme
session continues to give the Foundation valuable
feedback.

After each session, evaluation forms are distributed
to be completed, this assists in gathering first-hand
information while the session is still fresh in their minds.

The lastand ninth sessionis also used to gather the overall
impression of the entire programme and its impact.

Most learners responded to the questions posed in the
questionnaire, however, some took time to add their
own thoughts.

Below is a summary of the additional feedback from the
learners:

+ The learners commented that the session by
the South African Police Service assisted them
to better understand their role within the
Criminal Justice System.

- Learners expressed appreciation for the arrest
process explanation that it empowered them
and helped them to understand their rights
and responsibilities when in conflict with the
law.

« They confessed that the interaction with the

Johannesburg Metro Police changed their
perceptions and attitudes because they

now understand the challenges they face in
upholding the rule of law on road safety issues
and city by-laws.

Most learners were grateful that the National
Prosecuting Authority explained that when
there is no evidence, the prosecutors and the
court cannot proceed with the case, they also
commented that their understanding of the
granting of bail was better.

Most learners were fascinated by the
information on the different levels of courts
and their functions, the discussions helped
them to put legal issues into perspective.

A learner wrote: “/ will always remember what
one inmate said during our visit that respecting
your parents will keep you away from prison.”

Another, clearly traumatised by the
correctional cells, wrote: “/ have seen with my
own eyes that it is not true when they say prison
is a hotel”
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Prison is
not a Hotel.

Learners have the opportunity to

visit a correctional facility to dispel
any myths that have been created
or fostered by the media and those
who act tough as far as criminal
activities are concerned.
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The learner who represented the school shared with the
audience their experiences taking them through the
sessions conducted by the various law-enforcement
practitioners

She expressed a wish that more learners could be given the
opportunity to participate in the programme and thanked
her teachers for encouraging them to participate.

In conclusion, she said that they learned about the
functioning of the Criminal Justice System thus had a
better understanding.

The Principal’s feedback was valuable, she indicated that
she had noticed a change in attitude and behaviour among
the learners who participated in the programme, adding
that it was the best decision the school had taken.

The Foundation is convinced that its sown seeds do land
on fertile ground and with appropriate guidance and
support a group of law abiding and contributing citizens
will emerge.

The parents, who interacted with the team, gave a positive
feedback, indicating that they appreciated being involved

from the beginning and being given the details of what is
expected from participating learners.

Again, they also appreciated meeting the lecturers, most
of whom work within their communities. The long queues
were observed waiting to talk to the speakers who shared
valuable information.

It is gratifying to the Foundation to note the developing
relationship between the law-enforcement agencies and
learners.

It creates fertile ground for future collaboration, particularly
because what kept on coming into sharp focus in the
essays, is the fact that learners raise the issue of lack of
reporting wrong doing such as bullying and the carrying
of weapons in school premises.

The Foundation is always encouraged by the feedback
from schools, parents and the community at large.

The Non-Government Organizations present commended
SSAF for a well-organised and attended occasion.




FOLLOW-UP SESSION

The Follow-Up Session Is A New
Leg In The Communities And
Justice Programme Model

The Safer South Africa Foundation (SSAF) team through its
board sought ways and means to sustain the gains made in
implementating the Communities and Justice Programme.

In his address, at the Certificate Ceremony in Tshakhuma
Village, Dr Farisani, SSAF chairperson, initiated a follow-up
session when he invited the learners to come to Khalavha
Kwatsha for a celebration at a time convenient to both
schools.

Dr Farisani hosted the first programme follow-up session
in July 2017, which was attended by learners from Maswie
and Tshiemuemu Secondary Schools, that completed
the programme successfully; their teachers; members of
community and faith-based organisations; political and
community leaders.

In addition, learners from two local schools who were not
part of the programme had the privilege to be part of the
festivities.

The aims of the follow-up session are:

1. To evaluate the impact of the programme on the
participants and the school.

2. To introduce the Programme to the wider
community.

3. To create a platform for participants in the
Programme to share their experiences and lessons
learned.

The local leaders, after listening to principals and teachers
proudly sharing how the Communities and Justice
Programme had positively changed the behaviour and
attitude of learners, pleaded with the Foundation to
involve more schools.

Mrs Mulaudzi, a reputable entrepreneur in food security,
was introduced to the learners to demonstrate that the
pursuit of agriculture remained an option for young people.

The South African Communist Party representative in the
region, in addressing the gathering, encouraged young
people to know their history, learn and have accurate
information on the struggle heroes.

Another speaker was Bishop Muofhe, who in his closing
remarks, pleaded that more young people in Khalavha
village should be involved in such crime prevention
initiative.

The day was a success and all present enjoyed the feast
prepared for them.
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Prisons in urban
areas have the worst
overcrowding rates.

“Focus on getting an
education and avoid being
involved in criminal activities
to improve your living
conditions. Arm yourselves
with practical skills, things
that will allow you to
develop yourselves and your
communities.”

Dr Pelmos Mashabela, Department of
Correctional Services Director




Taking the cue from the successful session in Khalavha
Village in Limpopo, the Foundation scheduled a follow-
up session in Ivory Park at Umghele Secondary School in
October 2017.

Two hundred and twenty-five Grade 11 learners were
invited. The session was attended by community-based
organisations, teachers and law enforcement officers
from Correctional Services and the National Prosecution
Authority from the Tembisa Magistrate Court.

The mood was jovial despite the initial hesitation of the
learners who did not participate in the Programme.

The coordinating teachers and the successful participants
sported their Safer South Africa Foundation T-shirts.

It was interesting to note that the speaker communicated
one message namely that “Your present circumstances do
not determine your destiny.”

Mr Vuyo Sibiya, from Kuzondlula Motivational Tours, who
matriculated from Umghele Secondary School gave a
moving personal experience of losing parents at a very
tender age and the challenges that ensued.

He was saved by caring teachers who encouraged
and supported him in his journey. Today, he shares his
success story as a motivational speaker, nationally and
internationally.

Dr Pelmos Mashabela, Department of Correctional Services
Director and Central Drug Authority Deputy Chairperson,
who hails from Tembisa, shared a story of two individuals
who fled from war-torn countries in North Africa, not
knowing what was in store for them. They eventually
landed in South Africa and achieved against all odds
attaining the highest qualifications, one a doctorate.

He encouraged the learners not to lose focus of their goals
and to stay away from crime and not add to the current
shocking statistics of young people in correctional facilities
who make up 60% of the inmates. Further, he pleaded with
young people to avoid experimenting with dangerous
drugs.

The audience was spellbound as they listened to all the
speakers sharing chilling stories that had a happy ending.

Magistrate Maila did not mince her words.

Her opening statement was: “l can be born poor, but | shall
not die poor” She shared her personal tragedy of losing
parents at a young age and the trauma of experiencing
sexual abuse at a tender age.

She pleaded with learners to focus on positivity and not
harbour anger and resentment because they would block
their creativity and power.

She made an powerful illustration about a sycamore tree,
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a deciduous tree, that withstands any adverse
weather, known for its strong wood and very
deep roots; to totally remove the tree one must
uproot the roots.

She warned that when one dwells on pain
and negativity, it is like nurturing the roots
of a sycamore tree that are like deep-seated
resentment that thwarts progress. For one to
progress, they neeed to uproot all the negativity
in their lives.

“The greatest tragedy is life without a purpose,”.
she said as she shared her conviction that one
should have a enough faith and allow the gift
one has to open doors.

In closing, the coordinator, Ms Motautona,
reiterated the Principal’s sentiments that the
Safer South Africa Foundation Communities and
Justice Programme has added value to the school
and added that the speakers’ contributions were
an eye opener.

The follow-up session is work in progress and
lessons learned will be incorporated in future
sessions.




CONCLUSION
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inceinception, theimplementation of the Communities

and Justice Programme, stands out in these three

areas: Stimulating a new hunger for knowledge for
the engaged learners and communities; attracting possible
opportunities for collaboration and partnerships; and
developing the willingness to be part of the solution in the
fight against crime by local communities.

The role of the law-enforcement agencies in shaping the
lives of the young people cannot be underestimated.

According to our stakeholders’ feedback, the Communities
and Justice Programme has brought a new dawn by opening
communication channels between the practitioners in the
Criminal Justice System and the communities they serve.

In all Programme engagements, the message is loud and
clear from all quarters that the choice to be a law-abiding
and productive citizen is and remains the responsibility of
the individual.

“Nothing can dim
the light which

shines from
within.”
Maya Angelou
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